
Today we listened to Stravinsky: The Rite of Spring 
It made me feel:   

Full Name: Igor Stravinsky  
Other famous works: Firebird Suite, Petrushka  
Considered the father of Modern music. 
Changed all the rules of composition by 
changing concept of time/rhythm.  

1882 - 1971 
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Bassoon cries at top 
of its range. 
“I’m…not an English 
Horn! 

0:10 

Low, underneath 
the bassoon, a 
horn enters. 

0:20 

A 2nd phrase by 
the bassoon and 
the addition of 
clarinets. 

0:32 

Bassoon repeats 1st 
cry. Answered by 
English Horn. 

1:16 

Plucked strings. Then 
woodwinds overlapping 
bird calls. 

1:49 

Warmer, almost 
harmony. Then 
more bird calls and 
woodwinds. 

2:26 
2:40 

3:04 

…then…SILENCE. 
Except the bassoon cry 
from the beginning. 

3:17 

Plucked 
violins. 
Something 
amazing 
about to 
happen. 

3:27 

Calm before the 
storm. 

3:37 

Ferocious strings! 
Horn accents.  

3:46 

English horn with 
bouncing notes. 

Ferocious 
strings  
are BACK! 

3:56 

Strings beneath 
bassoon and oboe 
melody. 

4:50 

Sudden halt. 
Ominous horns. 

Pounding 
kettledrums. 

4:54 6:41 

Urgent whirlwind. 
Growing sound 
until… 

7:38 

…CLIMAX. Beat after 
beat…then a violent, abrupt 
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Contrasting English 
horn  with visitors. 
Sound grows. 

4:13 

forest 

Then high 
clarinet 
enters. 

Off  beat rhythm 
pulse in bass. Bird 
calls in a cacophony 
of  voices... 

Playful  
oboe & 
flute. 

Very famous 
 passage! 

3:50 

Ferocious 
strings are 
BACK AGAIN! 

4:22 

Squeal of a trumpet. 
Then horn melody as 
music grows. 
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Igor Stravinsky was born in 1882 St. Petersburg, which was the capital of Russia at 
the time. His father was a famous opera singer, so as a kid, Igor got to hang out at 
the opera house, where he met all the famous musicians of the day. At one 
performance, he even caught sight of Tchaikovsky.  
 
Not wanting Stravinsky to follow in their footsteps, his parents persuaded him to 
study law after he graduated school. Once enrolled in university, Stravinsky was 
invited to study under Vladimir Rimsky-Korsakov, whose father was a celebrated 
composer. When Stravinsky's own father died in 1902, he decided to pursue a 
career as a composer. Stravinsky had big success with The Firebird, which he 
composed for the Russian Ballet. The biggest thing Stravinsky did was change the 
concept of time in music. He is considered the father of modern music.   
 
As the curtain went up and the opening notes were heard for Rite of Spring, a 
ruckus broke out in the auditorium. The opening bassoon solo was set so high 
that the audience didn’t know what instrument they were hearing. As the lights 
came up on the first dancers, people began yelling, and a wilder and wilder 
shouting match began. It became difficult to hear the music.  
 
As he heard the roar of the audience begin to build, Stravinsky panicked and ran 
backstage to intervene. By the time he reached the wings, things were in 
complete chaos. But the performance continued. The ballet owner  expected 
there would be some kind of riot at the performance.  So he had instructed the 
conductor, to keep going no matter what happened. 
 
The audience was making so much noise that the dancers could not hear the 
music and stay in sync. So the conductor climbed on a chair and leaned out so far 
into the set that Stravinsky had to grab him by his coattails to keep him from 
falling over. 

Igor Stravinsky: Rite of Spring 



Amidst the huge racket of the orchestra and the crowd and the pounding of the 
dancers’ feet, Nijinsky was there yelling out the numbers: 19, 20, 21, 22! 
Eventually, the crowd rioted so badly that Stravinsky had to pretend to be one of 
them, just to make it out of the theater! 
 
What did Stravinsky write that was so powerful? He wanted to recreate ancient 
times, a time of a huge, untouched landscape within which a few tribal people 
gathered once a year to celebrate the earth. 
Stravinsky’s solution was to write for the instruments of the modern orchestra in 
bizarre ways. He pushed them to the extreme heights and depths of their ranges. 
He put them in uncomfortable positions which resulted in that strained, weird 
quality he was looking for.  
 
Village dances were made up of teams moving in different patterns. In much the 
same way, teams of instruments play in the Rite. The alternation of these teams, 
splitting up to form and reform, maintain the excitement of the piece. Sometimes 
the teams alternate, but sometimes they keep playing until they create a huge 
pile-up of sound, in which no one is willing to stop or give in to anyone else.  
 
If you have a few students (up to a whole class), try this activity to help them 
understand the chaos of various instruments playing different rhythms and 
sounds all together. Each group performs a physical activity and vocal sound 
while moving around the room and intermingling together. 
 
#1 – Wave hands like branches of a tree (aaaaah) 
#2 – Stomp Quickly (growl) 
#3 – Bunny Hop Slowly (loudly BOING) 
#4 – Chickens (whistle – caw randomly) 
#5 – Skip (boom boom) 


